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Northern Republicans succeeded in substituting a new reso-
lution securing in terms the right to hold office. Upon the
return of the Resolution to the House I was obliged to take
what appeared a conservative position and resist the proposi-
tion to concur with the Senate upon the ground that the
change was unnecessary and that its adoption threatened
the loss of the measure in doubtful States as Ohio, Indiana,
West Virginia and others. The House adhered to its posi-
tion, yet with such weakness of purpose on the part of many
who sustained me, as indicated that they would not with-
stand another assault. The struggle was then renewed in
the Senate and with every indication that the Senate would
insist upon its amendment. It was then that your article
appeared. Its influence was immediate and potential. Men
thought that if you the extremest radical could accept the
House proposition they might safely do the same. Had the
Senate adhered one of two things would have happened,
either the House would have seceded or the amendment
would have failed.

Had the House concurred I fear that we should have
failed to carry several States which have since ratified it.

Upon reflection I think as at the time I thought that your
voice saved the Fifteenth Amendment.
I am very truly,

GEO. S. BOUTWELL.
WENDELL PHILLIPS., ESQ.

Boston.

P. S. This letter is not for the public use in so far as
names are mentioned, and of course, not for publication.

G. S. B.

The article of Mr. Phillips became so important in its in-
fluence upon the final action of the Senate that I reproduce it
in justice to Mr. Phillips and as a further record of an his-
torical event.